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I question if one Amorlcan in ten has ever devotedmore than a passing thought to this famine in

Northern Brazil. Most peoplo do not know of it at
nil. How should they when the newspapers have
enniainnd no mom than liripf nnii^a.littln nam.

graphs to be remembered dreamily as something that

Is occurring in another planet? A month or two past
there were notices of the smallpox epidemic, mortuaryfigures so large that they forced themselves on
the bulletin boards, but I aupposo that hardly anybodyconnected these accounts with those of the previous

drouth and famine. Besides, all notices come

indirectly by way of Rio, and I know from experiencethat no correct idea can be obtained there.
What I did learn at Rio was enough to show me

tbo Importance of the subject; beyond that

nothing but mortuary statistics and vagup accounts
from men who had passed through Ccaru. I determined,therefore, to visit the famine district and get
my information at first hand. Now. God knows I
do not exaggerate, but I can hardly bclteye myself
the horrors that I write. I can hardly believe that

the world has been so Indifferent to one of the greatest
calamities in her history. The Chinese and Indtan
famines will not compare with this one when

Ire consider the proportion of population. Our yellowfever, dead would hardly have been noticed In
the great cemetery of CeariL The plague of London
is the only comparison that I know of for these pestilences

in Brazil, but the plague was a dwarf to this

giant. What of a petty European war that changes a

boundary, perhaps, and <qu-rics off two or throe hundredthousand men out of 10(>,00.),000 ? What is it to
a scourge which has destroyed a province as large as

France (destroyed it, for nothing but the ground is

left), swept a whole population from the earth, with
death volleys of hunger and disease and murder T

nnouoirr in thk hf.utao.

1 he famine of 1877-78 Is confined to that part of
Brazil which is known as the Sertao. This region is

utterly unlike the matted forest^flats of tho Amazon
Or the gneiss mountains of lito. It is a rolling
plain ascending gradually from the sea coast and
diversified everywhere with tsolstod hills and mountains.There is forest growth, but it is low and not

thick, much more like our Northern woods than one
Is apt to imagine for tropical growth. Portions of
tho laud are open plains, with only scattered trees;
In other places tho woods have been cut away over

exteuelva'trarts. In tho Sertao tho seasons are very
sharply divided. The rainy months proper extend
from January to June or July; the remainder of tho
year is dry, so dry that the trees shed their loaves
and the grass it all withorod. People can only obtainwater by digging for It in tho dry beds of
treams, for thero aro no perennial rivers In tho

Bertao. Only in aomo district* there are light
showers In October, the so-called ehurar de caju, or

earhen rains, when the tree of that name la In
bloom. It sometimes happens that the winter
months remain dry like the others.a terrible calamity

for the poorer people, because they depend for a
living on the products of their little plantations, and
the crops can only be raised during the rains. The
droughts have left black marks on the history of
Northern Braall. Hardly one of the dosen or more

on record has failed to count its victims by hundreds
or thousands, and the material loss is immense. We
understand this better If wa consider the peculiar
status of the population.a

rovanfr ktmckkx rorri,AnoK.

In this part of Brar.il there are no manufactures
whatever, very few mines, no fisheries of Importance,no forest industries. The community is exclusivelyagricultural and pastoral. There are Im"menseherds of cattle, considerable plantations of

agar, eotton, Ac., and the poorer people plant man_

dioca and corn, using the land of their richer neighbors,for whom they do a llttlo work occasionally.
Whether it be for the pasturage of cattle or the growth
of cropa tho wholu community depends on the
soil, and hence on the fertilizing rains of winter.
If tha. rains do not come tho people starve.
Again, the population has to suffer terribly because
it has no hulp lu itself. Of tho 3,fiOO,<WO nominal Inhabitantsof the fyrtao not 100,000 are rich men, or

even reasonably woll off. The vast majority aro an

Arab-like race, produced by the intermixture of tho
blocks, whites and Indians.peoplo who hove no

property and never try to riae above tlioir normal
condition. lTobably this is the most degraded class
in Brazil; immoral, ignorant and abominably filthy,
hardly washing flesh or clothes from one year's end
to tho other. The dreaa generally it of coarse cotton,
white or blue; tho men with a pair of drawers, a

shirt hunir lonselv outside of thorn - >...i

brimmed (wither hat; the women with only ehemlae,
klrt and a cloth to threw over thetr heada. Thcae
people lira la palm thatched hnta; the

NW YOI
wo inon do moat of the farm work; the men

gain a few dollara aa herdsmen or by hiring
themselves out for a day occasionally. The upper

classes, on the contrary, will compare favorably with

any in Brazil. Moat of them are pure whites; they
are intelligent, brave, domestic -far ahead, in fact.
of the Bio or Sad Paulo Brazilian!. This mixed

population waa distributed through the Sertao.
much as the people are in onr Weetern comniunities.therewere numerous villages and hainlots

joined together by tolerable roads, hardly any railroads,and, as I have intimated, no navigable rivets.

It is important to note this, as It explains much of

the suffering brought on by tho drought. The Sertao

is a strip averaging 600 miles in width, extowling from
the Parabyba Hiver southward along the coaat or near

it to the S. Francisco; thoncc between the coast range
of mountains it is continued southwestward to Minas

Oeraes, almost in the latitude of Bio. The drought of
1877-7N was felt all over this tract, but its black nucleus

was in the province of Coarii. This province, to

which my observations were confined, is about as

large as the Middle States. Iu 1K7H it contained
90(1,000 inhabitants, of which at least 760,000 were

non-proprietors.tbo poor people of whom I have

written. The province contained 'only ono port of

importance, its capital; this is Indifferently set down
on the maps as Fortaleza, or Ceara; its normal populationis 25,000. The streets are well laid out and in

general the little city is ono of the prettiest and neatest

in Brazil. There ia no harbor; vessels anchor in
the open roadstead and passengers aro taken to and

fro in little sailing rafts.tangadas or catamarans.

F1BKT TERRORS OF 1877. ,

With these preliminary remarks on the Sertao and
the province of Ccaru, your readers are in a positionto understand the drought and its terrible effects.
In Ceara the winters of 1875, 1876 and 1877 were all
remarkable fbr torrential rains. The poor people Had
abundant harvests from their little clearings, and all
wont on happily enough. They wero preparing to

plant again with the rains of afauuAry. But oarly in
the winter of 1878 vague reports of drought began to
circulate in Fortaicza, It was said that Crato, Jed,
Telha and other villages of the interior hail had no

rains; that the cattle were dying, and even tho

poorer people began to be pinched for food, even

went ao far as seriously to fear a bad year. The government
papers insisted that these reports wero a

(IrHnn of flio ononQition hnf whftn tho 1st of Ifnroh

camo and the rnmora were worse than'cvcr the

Bishop crdered prayers in sll the churches ad pretendamphtviam. Still, except for this uneasy feelins
that ran tlirough all business, there was nothing

unusual observed in the pleasant city or the villages
around it. I visited the place in March, 187T. The

drought was then a subject of gcnoral conversation;
but nobody understood the extent of the calamity.
Suddenly, like a thunderbolt, there came to the

quiet town a message of terror; mon's faces grew
white; men's hearts sault within them, for they
knew what the words prophesied. It was from
Telha, in the interior of tho province, a letter datod
March tt, so that it must have reached Fortaleza
about March 30. The words were simplo enough:.

"PEOPU5 AUK DYING HERE OF HUNGER."

Now this was early in March, when the drought had
lasted no more than two months, when it was not

yet certain that the year would bo altogether a bad
one. But tho poor Sertafiejo is so evenly balanced
wltb nature that ho cannot stand a fresh strain.
Hi* mandioca fields aro for a year only. In a

year' and a month ho will starto, union* ho has now

prop*. It waa a sad month in the Berteo.thts one

of March. In sorno places there had been light
ahowera, but the young graas growth from thcao had
dried np on the black plains. There wore no loaves
on the troes. The cattle were crying for water as

only muto naturo can. Children were crying for food
in the palm thatched huts. All the earth cried for
rain, and yet not a tear of pity came from the clouds.
Tho largo rattle proprietors began to kill their stock
in order to get the meat and hides while there waa

time. The peasants gathered around those slaughter
houses to bog a morsel of tlcsh, and, for the most
part, they found willing hearts and hands, for the
richer Cearoncee aro not the men to refuse sn alms.
But where there wore no cattle the poor people suffereddreadfully. Already they began to devour the
muevman seeds (like a red beau) and forest roots.unwholesome,disease producing food.but what could
starving people do 7 April came with a blazing sun;
no hope of rains. The people. indeed, were in
despair. They had formod long penitential processions,cutting thoiusclves with sharp knives
or carrying heavy stones on their heads. Now
they began to flee from the conntry to
the larger villages. Homo of them came down
to the city of Fortaloza, ragged, dirty wretches, with
famino marks on their faccH, with famine weakness
in their thin forms. And still tho government insistedthst the dronght was s political scheme to
bring their party into disrepute. The people wcro

e iting cats and dogs by this tlmo, when they could
get them. But for tlio most pert thoy were begging
of richer neighbors. The strain was so groat that
privato charity began to fall. Cattlo stealing and
petty thefts of provisions were of everyday occurrence.Letters written at this time already containedsad pictures. Here is one from 8. Pedro:.

planters harassed dt thieves and famine.
The vegetables planted in the plains are entirely lost;

those <111 tli«r Uilis are ready to die for want of a littlo
rain. There is no food on the lowlands. Scores of
poor people have been obliged to migratu to the
mountains in search of refuge from the famine.
Many are in sttcii a miserable condition that it ruts
our Hearts. If we do not soou have public aid many
people will die of hunger. But, what is iuore, a baud
of vagabouds and thieves have invaded the mountain
lands along with the refugees; we sre obliged to
keep somas thtrtv soldiers under arms to guard
against their attacks.
This picture is from Canindfi:.
Provisions are already very scarce, and what thero

la is too costly for the poor people. They have
nothing to buy with. They go begging through tbo
streets. Ah! my friend, the picture la a sad one.
A penitential procession was termed; more than a
thousand persons walked the streets barefooted and
carrying great stones. Two hundred of the penitentscut themselves In a horrible manner. 1 met
two men carrying a dying woman to be confessed. I
asked what discs.to she was smitten with. "Hunger,"
they said.

children abandoned to die.
From Telha this was received:.
The pastures are changed into deserts, only rarely

crossed by eonto solitary animal, once the ttower of
the bent. Here is a group of thirty-poor people in
rags, squalid, with misery stumped in their fires.
They carry their littlo homo-hold goods on their
nraun or over i/ieir rnonmir^. iney are nying to
entity wliorv, I (oar. thoy will acek vainly tor help.I traviTHcl a region ot I'M mlloa long and
never aaw a (croon leal. Homo villages »">
completely abandoned; In othora tho water
in diaappearlug; thorn la not croti enough for /tlio travollor'a hnrao. Man, women and ehlldron
clothed In raga on foot, dying of hungor, form a aad

Slotiiro along tho highway*. A family of peaaanta,ying to tho hill country, paaecd tho night in tho
foreat. In tho early morning tho older otpis went
on, abandoning two children, who wore too weak
from famine to kw(i up with thorn. A little later
aome paaaora by found the chtldrnu.one dead, tho
other dying. Mandlooa meal ia aolling at 91 mllrata
tho bn*bel (about twice the ordinary price), and it can
hardly l>e obtained at that. Heaua and oorn, on which
the poorer people ao much depend, cannot be bought
at any price. The peaaanta llvo on wild roota.on tinwholcaomceeeda, on the rtoah of nnclnan animala.
Prom Aracaty, under date of May 18, 1877, a letter

I Ml-
jit Fnihltl>.The picture of ntinery which 1* tin

trolling beforo tin In 10 nad that we would into turn
way our ryen. Immigration front tho countryround ban boon iiicrcaning rapidly t we calculate

that by the end of the month it will roach .1,1011. Imaginethin ntann of fnuiiuu ntrlcken, ntnrrln« peopleof the wornt cuntoinn «i tho inMat of our already Intpotrortnhedcity and altogether without renouroea I
it la only a part of the truth.

DmPKnATK ktitroot.k ron tint.
Thia ttnlrcrnal abandonment of Iho open conntry

wimi a feature of the drought. The poor people from
the tlrnt nought refuge In the lutnrlor towna or at
Fortalen. Some fled to neighboring provinces,

IK HERALD, FRIDAY, FE
where, however, matter* wore hardly better. Iu

Piauhy and Hio Ornn'le the peasant* woru already
dying of hunger. Anil this, remember, was only in
the boginuliig of the evil time. Think of the suffertugall through tbiH weary; weary year; think bow

people who wore starving in April must have lived
Ill July, October, December, wuu ine nrazeu inn

every hour drawing away the little moiaturo that
wua left. It was uo longer a question of saving
herds and crops, but of saving human lives. The
cattle had died long before this summer was over.

Not a tenth part survived of the Immense herds;
sheep and goats had fallon a prey to starving robber
bands. It was unsafe to travel alone, even by day, so
desperate were the poofc people. The influx of refugeesto the villages aud° towns wis enormous.
fifteen or twenty thousand was no unusual number
in a place whose normal population was no more

than two or three thousand. By the end of the year
there were 70,000 wretches encamped around Fortalo/.a,lying on the sands under hutH made of boughs
or of palm leaves, hardly clothed, filthy, famished,
begging where they could, and finally dying in the
streets, because private charity was exhausted. My
collection of letters, written during this time, is only
a repetition of sad scenes.hunger, pcntilcuce, assassination,rain of the rich, dying of the poor. I
will quote only from a lew. Tho first was from a

priest at Telha:.
HEL.F VS. FOR THE I.OVE OF ODD.

tietp m«< to mici'or tuts poor people, (lying or ntinger.I am u t mounting my ho run to go nnd confess
twojioor creature* who arc expiring. I do not wish to
any of hunger, but that is what appears. Hero is a
family for whom, alas! 1 ran do nothing.father,
mother and little children.all proHtratod -with famine.Thin in horrible. Help us, tor the love of God.
From Quixadu, June 111:.
To tho famine you must add nakedness and pestilence.Tlie woods aro infested with robbers. lean

not describe it. On all the roads there is a continual
procession of emigrants. In one siuglo road from
the centre, which passes by a friend's house, ho
counted 4,<11!» refugees tip to the 14th of May. You
can thus have an idea of what is passiug on the other
roads.
From Bom Jesus, June 4:.
A poor old man died of hunger yesterday. He left

eight children, who arc almost ready to follow him.'
From Jardim, June 13:.
Mandiocn meal Is selling here nt ?24 to $30-tho

bushel, normal price, .$3; corn at $2t», normal $4;
beans at $40, normal $4; rice at $10, normal $3, ami
salt at $40, normal $4: and all this is only nominal;
oven the richer ones are suffering from hunger.
From Pacatuba, Juno 35:.
It is not only the inhabitants of tho villages'who

arc tortured with (amino, but more thau 2,000
wretches have come doivn from the interior, naked,
famished, begging bread for tho love of God.
From tho priest at Quixada, Juno 21:.

accent ir.miiy anu won appearing roreoa nor way Into
onr proKCDrti with her alleletou mother anil au eniaciatmlehild on her arm. Mho told of a hunhand dying
at homo, raid that the child had long hail only her
milk for auntenanro, and that waa tlinappearing beransoof the wild fruita and roots that alio ate.
While we were listening to her the child died in her
arma. Think of our condition. We -in thin houae,
like other*, hare gone without onr dinner more than
once that we might nave a tew wretehea from death.
A group of l>ony children, with no more strength to
sustain theniHolven on foot while they- l>eg for bread:
one falla and ilica of hunger on the pavement, licru
again a group of young girla. completely nude, yet
thoy inuat beg for broad with the reat.

KVKBTWitrRK nrsoKB Attn PEATII.
A prioat wrltea from (Jilixada on the 'Jttth of September:.
I arrived here yeatorday and I know not how to

write, impreaaed aa 1 uiu with the ptcturea of miserywhich I hare enconuterml. It la horrible to truvnl
here In the interior. On the roada I caw only interminableproceaalona of refugees, naked, bony,and deathlike, trembling with cold and hunger.
Many fell by the roadeldo altnoat Inanimate, aa happenedat Rlacho do faatro, where a poor mnn fell
down with hia three children and would hare died
but for a Seflor Mount, who gavn them a inorael of
food. The people hare giren way to deapair. Full
of grief I aend yon notice of the death of live pcraona,rigoronaly apeakiug. of hunger, and thia
within the rillagel Wo ttnd people fallen on thh
parenient.
With tbia letter the prioat acut a liat of flro prraonadead of hunger. A little later no one thought

of liata; It waa the nnmtier of aeorea or htindroda
that had died. The prieat ndda a poatacript:.

Aa' I cloned thia a poor woman eatue to thchona<£ a
mother whoao ehildrcii were no longer able to work.
She said that she could only giro them water and a
little salt. A refugee woman came to auk bread for
her father, who had (alien from hnncer lir t»>. pl«..r
utile. And here twain la a father who brings six llttlo
skeleton children 4o bog. Knout*h, cuough, myfriend*I God hare |>lty on n*l

sonui sol.n ron burad.
From Carlrl (October) I hare a long letter (too long

to transcribe), telling of Ihe depredation* of roblier
bands, who ororrnn the whole region, stealing the few
remaining rattle and goat*, burning houses, killing
men, outraging women. Similar letter* from other
places, for, like all great notional calamities, tho
drought awakened the worat passlnus, drove humanity
from tho linnet of men. Young girls sometime*
aobl tbeinsetros for a llttlo food. Hut why should I
go on transcribing letter* that nro only repetitious of
the same horrible facts? Thoso of November and
Hereinber contain longer ll*ta of deaths, or, where
there is no space for tho lists, a calculation of so

mauy fallen each day or week.a dosm, perhaps,
or a score. You must remember that this collectionof letters only tolls the atory of a few
interior towns; of the other Tillages and little cities

It Is impossible to dcsoribo the misery here.
Think of ii house with six linked, skeleton children
crying with hunger, and :i poor, miserable mother
sick on the illthy bed, tortured loss with her disease
than to seo the little ones bogging for bread. Think,
again, of families begging in the streets, among them
old men and pretty young girls, almost naked, or
with only dirty rags to cover tlietu; abandoned children,who can no longer drag themselves along, beggingfor bread on their bended knees; then you will
have a poor idea of the state of things hero.
>Tom Saboelro, June 12:.
Yesterday there was buried a boy named 8teven;

died of hunger.
UEAIlTf.ESS CREDITORS.

A longer letter cornea from Cococy, June 20. I
transcribe it because it shows how tbo famine was

making itself felt in all classes, and how some bad
spirits took advantage of the Buffering. Zt Is from a

priest:.
It is no longer necessary to say that wo had uo

winter, that the people are dying of hunger. To this
terrible blow another comes to exaggerate our ills.
The shopkeepers are more and more inclined to gain
money at the expense of these puor victims of
hunger. My ministry carries mo to the hut
of the peasant as well as to the mansion
of the rich, and in both I have witnessedscenes that tear my heart and
till me with ihdignatiirn. Now I see a father whoso
family is already suffering from famine. He has only
one horse, with which he might go to seek a load of
provisions in Piauhy; this horse is taken uway from
him by his creditors. Another has no horse, but bo
has a single ox, which he might kill to teed his
children on their journey to some place of aafety;
this is torn away from him. Another lias neither
hone nor ox, but he has a few goats that might serve
to keep the family alive for a little; but these are
takeu by the creditors. Still another lius neither
horse nor ox nor yet a single goat; his family is sustainedonly with wild roots; hut he lias a good (log to
hunt with; it is taken. One of these merchants,
more humane than the others, said to ine:."What
can I do, Your Reverence ? I. lievcr was so heartbrokenas during this yeas in collecting my debts. 1
never saw so much misery. The other day I went to
demand payment of a poor inau, but an honest one,
who had always met me promptly until now. The man
burst Into tears. T will pay you,' said he; 'yon shall
have all there is (there was nothing), but what, will
become of inu and luy little ones T 1 pitied him so that
I told hiiu ho might rent easy for this year; but what
will become of me with luv creditors in the city
Ah, my friend, in what condition do the other poor
families remain who are tortured by creditors? The
father hoars his children weeping; he go«s to seek
mucutniu seeds and roots of Tne pan de niooo, and it
is hard enough to ttnd even these poisons. The
mother sees another little one die'of hiimrnr and ahn
goes out broken hearted to beg a morsel for thoso
that are left.

miherabi.k vnrrches mnmro rr>or>.
San Joao ok J-rincipk, July 29,1H77.

This village is utmost deserted; the ]>et>ple have
emigrate.!. The speetaele preselltod by the plains is
terrible. Three months hence t he vietuns will 1m
counted by hundreds us they now arc by units, for
uveu to-day there are deaths from hunger. Tho est*
tlo industry may be considered extinct.

Ihc, August 10, 1877.
I live on the borders of tho road which comes from

Tsniboril, Uoa Viugom and other plaiTs in the interioras far back as leo and Tclha. Daily I see caravansof emigrants passing by, hundreds of wretches
half dead with hunger, nakel, lean, with sunken
eyes, driven idiotic from want of food, going toM*<rra Grande to save their lives if may bo. Out they
deceive themselves; they will die there sooner than
In thotr homes. On the Herra there is only a little
meat and less inrrirtHora meal, and what will the poor
people buy with ? The government has sent us a
few loads of provisions; but what is this drop In the
ocean of our misery ? .

Qcixada, August f>.
I had hoped until very lately that poonlo would not

die of hunger here, but thcro ran no longer be any
'doubt of it. Already I bare seen porsous fall in the
streets stricken by famine.

Cbato, August 19, 1877.
Yosterdsy there arrived here tho aid commission

appointed by the government. Uanlly was the notiee
received wlien the poor people came crowding around
the door in thousaudn tagging for help. In tho
midst of this confusion a poor young womau of

BRUARY 14, 1879. -TRIPLI
I can only jurlge from cavual note* here and there.
But it wan the name almoat everywhere; only a few
fa voved places along the mountain sides escaped the

general ruiu. Even at Fortaloza men were dying in
the streets, and yet the city wns iu oustaut communicationwith itio, Pemainbuco and Para by weekly
steamer*.

private charity aroused.
Meanwhile what was being done to help the starvingprovince ? The first reports were, as I have s-id,

too vague to attract much attention outside of Ceari
itself; but with the more decided notice* of March
Brizilians began to see that their brothers needed
help. The first response was from Pcrnambueo,
tlinn which 110 more generous city exists in Brazil, j
A public subscription was started and soon reached a

considerable sum. A little later Pari and Marunharu
came iu witli aid; theii the populace of Itio took it
np. for even in that city there are ready impulses for
good. The people gavo their money and their time,
as they had before to the victims of inundation iu
Portugal. It is true they combined1 all with pleasure;
concerts, theatrical performances and fairs were got
up in aid ot the sufferers. But, after all, the heart
feeling was good and the subscriptions
were largo for Brazil. Provisions were

purchased and sent to Ceari.not always
wisely purchased, I fear, but that waa mistake rather
than tault. Shipowners carried these supplies withoutcharge. A "Central Commission of Succor" was

established and it did noble work. But private
charily was not strong enough for the crisis. That
was soon apparent, and from all sides caiue appeals
to the government. Now the Brazilian government
has never yet shown itsolf equal to an emergency.
So long as matters run smoothly.and legislation Is

pretty much confined to talking and drawing salaries.thegovernment machine goes on well enough i
but a Paraguayan war or a Coara famine upsets all
this clockwork and after that we can depend on

notliiftg but incompetence and general chaos. I grant
that* the famine found the imperial government in an
exceedingly bad condition. The finances were in a

ruinous state. There was a deficit of $30,000,000 and
a defaulting Cabinet into the bargain. There were

iron-clads to pay for and the jriny to support, and
political friends waiting for places. And then it was
so much easier to shut tho official eyes to this fur
away evil. "Very likely it was exaggerated after all."
Indtgd, tho government organ at Cearu had said as

much, and "the peasants wero improvident arid sure

to die in any ease."
TAltDT GOVEBXMElfT AID.

80 the Senators and Polegat.es and Ministers rested
easily, dawdled and talked, and gave a little aid very,
very tardily. A credit of $1,000,000 ($1 each to sup"
port a million of starving people for a year) was
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money reached Cearuand tho other drought-stricken
provinces, and meanwhile tho piilllou people were

lighting starvation in all the Sertao. Tho Provincial
government had heen more prompt, bccanso tho
evilm immediately before its eyes. Even in March
aid commissioners had been appointed, and small
sums of money and provisions placed at their disposal.But all through this year the commissioners
were nearly helpless for want "of supplies. I hear of
$500, for instance, to feed 5,000 starving people
for a week, and that where provisions were at
famine prices. I find that ttp to September,1&77, the sufferers in Cearu had reoetvod
government aud private aid to tfye amount
of about $35(),(>00, and probably the richer Oearenoes
had given away $150,000 to their poor neighbors.
Now 1 can hardly calculate at less than 500,000 the indigentpopulation existing here at that time. Wo
reach the conclusion that duriog the five monthsAprilto August, inclusive.each starving person had
received $1. I know from personal experience with
workmeu that in northern Brar.il a man cannot be
well fed, however coarsely, for less than twenty
cents per day, and yon must remember that provisionsat this time were ruinously high, and in most
places there wero absolutely no crops. No wonder
that tho people died. From September to December,
inclusive, when tho necessity was much greater, the
entire aid received by this province was about
$700,(XX). Tho beginning of a new year found
the Provincial Treasury empty, the goneral governmentindifferent, only private charity as ready
as ever. Government and private aid was often
badly administered, though in the main I bellevo
tber«Xwus little dishonesty.rather incompetence and
laziness. The refugees were allowed to congregate
abont large towns; to live in filthy, crowded huts; to
clothe their dlthy bodies with filthy rags; and so it
was that pestilcnco was presently added to the
fauiino. . Smallpox appeared in Fortahiza and was

raging all through the year. Yellow fever came in
November; its victims were counted by scores and
hundreds. That curious paralyfjp 'iti^se. tyo hert J
bcri, raged in the interior villagtp,, Pernicious fevers*hardlvknown before, now assumed a tenth lc tort-
domic force. And so with famine disease uud
misery tho weary months woro away, and <alt men
looked forward to tho winter and aid from heaven, as

humanity could give them nothing. Unhuppy
Coara! How should she'know that this black year
was to bo only the prelude to her greater' suffering?

PAWN OF TUB TEAB 187H.
Picture to yourself the condition of Oeari in January,1878. A province .dried up, blasted. Pastures

without grass, forests without leaaes, rivers without
water, fields without crops. The cattle industry
destroyed utterly; only a few beeves survived about
the larger towns of the thousands that hod roamed
over these plains. The cotton and sugar industries
almost annihilated; no mandioca even, except in
about three or four mountain villages. People
obliged to go five or six miles from their houses to dig
for water in the bed of some tojrent. At least two
hundred thousand refugees encamped about tho
larger towns.7D.OOO of theso added to tho
a.t.OOO of Portalesa. A famine mortality,
which in many plaeea bad reached twenty per day.
A mortality from disease very much groatcr. No
money in tho provincial treasury; no hope of outsideaid. except tho drop of. private charity, and all
men looked for rain. I bavo letters from tho tntorior
that cover all thin portod; you will *00 it I exaggerate.A letter from Aracaly, Dceembor 26, say*:.
The current of emigration continue* to swell.

On somo day* mom than a thousand refugee* havo
entered this town. Already wo linve an adventitious
population of 4(t.(ion *oul*. lutring the pn*t luouth
there died persons, and ua we iiave no epidemic
here wc munt suppose that the gmator part of tht*
mortality arose from bad alimentation or actual
famine. A little later, the noto *av«, sixty-seven
person* died on the aoth of December and sixty-six
on the 31st.

SonaAL, Jioy. 14.
The bori-berl continue* to carry off victim* almost

daily. To-day a nephew of I»r. Pontes died. Thi*
family ha* lo*t thirty members. On the other hand
the famine is reaping it* harvest. It the government
doe* not soon come to ottraid the condition o( thing*
will I*' much worse. There is no more luatidioca
meal. lToviHion car* must be pulled by men tor
wuut of animals.

Missao Yflba, Dec. 13.
There are no more provision*; the people are

lying at a terrible rate. Every day six ur eight of
them are burled. Those who die in the public roads
are eaten by wild animals.

Lavba*. Dec. 23.
Matter* sro going 011 badly enough. For moro

tli»n twenty days the Government Commission havo
hud in thing at their disposal. They havo used every
possible means, hut they have found no one to lend
them even $0n. The state of things among the poor
is'ople I* terrible; 220 person* have iltisl of hunger. 1
have a list of those, not including the deaths from
dysentery and rrom eating wild roots.

Cilato, Dee. 20.
The drought 1*raging terribly; many people havo

died of hunger and the rrst are in despair. All puItliennd private aid has been used up long ago. Mandlttcameal has a nominal pricc«of twenty cents for a
little teseupful, hut It ran hardly be obtained. Ropndotinis,a eoarse sugar nsisl by the SertanciioS, sro
eighteen eotita each.five times the regular price. I
say nothing of rice, corn and .bfaim, because they
have distipjiCarcd alwolutety.

mknitloakth vbatitco fob food.
AaaAJtB, Dec. 17.

How can 1 describe tho misery that roigti* herol
Aroma of persons have dlod from the effect* of famine,though it is truo that many ot these eases were
complicated Ity eating wild roots, raw mandtoca, Ac.
llutelreds are poisoned by tin m< root* and must die
lu a lew days. Day nnd night our doors are besieged
by cadaverous, slmost nuked mendicants. Itut very
few persons can give any more, for if they do they
will soon l>e obliged to ls-g with the rest. When the
table is lalil the house is ottrn invaded, even inside,
llV t*)l lilfpll. Viilintr uiv»l« intui Mmv mtmn liti in llfl

and kneel on tho door to nak for a inoracl "for love
of ttod." Men, women and children concriVato in
the id recta and yards to gather mrlon rindx, mango
skins and reeds and other refuse; they oat all without
four of tho result, whioU may be lad »no%h. Tltcy
out soap-laurle* ovoti I

Hidmo Snoco, Doc. It).
Tho body of,a man wan hrotiKht to tho church. In

tho same hammock woro two rutkiren ready to die.
A gentleman who had Juat come from Haboelra to

FortaleM writes:.
1 found bodioa by tlta roadside in many place* j

r

8 SnEET.
some that X helped bury had a!ready been torn by
dogs ami vultures.
Front Grauja, near the sea coast, where many

refugee* had congregated, a government commissionerwrite*:.
Ah I pen these line* I am tormented, almost deaf-

encu uy iTin, nupr c»u<>us, rears, groans ot a people
driven wild ami agonized liy famine. nakedness and
(liMAaye. A tboUi-uuil at a time. they be,; u luoriel tor
the love of tioil, for the ilitinc pity, that they may
ave for a moment some child torn by liungor. A
grave woman, pushed about by thu people. begs
to nave herself from the monster that (fevours
her to save the child in her womb. Another cries
for hrotli for her husband, who is prostrated,
almost inanimate by thut worst of diseases, famine.
Another shows her 1tony. body. with hardly rags to
cover her nakedness.a horrible sight. Another
intga help for her husband, her sou, iter brother, all
dying together. One just cried to me, "Help me lor
the five wounds of Chriatl I am falling." This one
says, Heuftor, listen to me, who am dying with my
children." She cries, groans, curses: but what ran
I do? there are niatty; there are so many, alas!
Thousands who would havg help at once. And how
shall! help them when I have no resources? Kit/lit
days ago the .commission bought provisions and
arranged money on the faith of the government,
which had promised resources. Hut these have not
come. We can do nothing, and the people are cursingus. "They give only to their favorites," tho
crowd says, and iitcn they cry fiercely, "You huvo
food lor us; give it at once!"

Baubalha, Jan. 1, 187H.
We calculate that the deaths front hunger alone

reach twelve per day; many more die of disease. In
the cemetery they cannot bury the dead last enough.
The other day tho bodies of three children awaiting
interment were eaten by dogs. Property is no longer
safe: tho people steal what they can. In'the jail tho
prisoners are starving.

Livj no skr.tjcroNs ursH to tub coast.

Sol might go on endlessly. Alas! I know how
real it was. Tho tears conio to my eyes even now

when I read these piteous cries for holp. Hunger,
poHtileneo, want.those were what Coaru had to fight
when tlio second groat fatnino year broke upon her.
In .January there was fear, in February terror, in
March despair: no rains at all in some places, little
useless showers at best. Ahd now cotnes tho most
terriblo scene of all. Tliorifwas no more hope in the
Sertao. No food, and no possibility of
obtaining ' it except along the sea shore.
Then the whole bewildered, famine-stricken,
panic-wild crowd came rushing down to Fnrtalezaand tho coast cities. Without food for
the road, naked, siek, dying, even as they fled from
death.every man for himself. Children striving
vainly to keep tip with their parents, crying as they
roll over Itao stones, with bleeding feet and skeleton
bodies, walking, crawling along, begging whore no

one conld give.for how could a man support thousands.They were famished when they started.
Three, four, five days they held their way. Then
they fell by the roadside and groaned and died. Some

pitying band, porhaps, throw a handful of earth over

them, but, for the most part, each was too busy with
his own safety to caro for others. So onr human
brothers died.
ONE HUNDEED AND FIFTY THOUSAND PEOPLE PEE

ISHED.

Tho greatest mortality from hunger was probably
In Mareh; from February 1 to May 1, when the exoduswas taking place. I can hardly calculate tho
number of famluc deaths at less than one hundred
thousand; and during the wlidle drought probably
one hundred and fifty thousand died of hunger.
I should add that my. calculations are much
lower than those of other persons; some placo
the entire number as high as three hundred
thonsaml. In Araeaty the death rate fluctuated be-
tween ninety and one hundred and ten a day; in
Fortalcza it was less at this time, but eighty per day
was bad enough. I have notices of ten, twenty or

more daily deaths in small villages; and everywhere
along th« roadsides nameless crosses still tell tho
story of uucatnlogned victims. Dark tales of cannibalismbegiu to appoar. From a letter written at
Quixcramobim I translate as follows;.

BATING HIS OWN CHD-D.
I write in haste. Have no time to transcribe the

scenes'of horror about me. It is onougb to give you
as a specimen one nameless crime. A father, whoso
nature was so overcome by hunger that he killed and
cooked in a pot his little child, two years old. This
took place in California (a settlement near (Jnlxada).
The father died soon after his horrible feast. I have
thref or four similar stories, very well authenticated.
I believe that theso and other cases of cannibalism
were caused by insanity.a common result of hunger.

I quote also a letter from Jaguarlbe-Mlrim, one of
many that tell the sarao story:.
This village is full of abandoned children; the despairingfathers would no longer see them torn by

this monster hunger. This very day. while I was
eating dinner, my house was invaded by a crowd of
these wretched children, very skeletons, who could
lmrdly speak. Some of them wore so weak that they
would take only soup, obstinately refusing mora
solid food. The road from here to Aracaty is full
of bodies. You can count the crosses ny
hundreds. The other day. in an abandoned
house, there were found Ave bodies of refugees,
four children ami ono old woman. By the bodies
there were throe strips of leather in the kettle over
'the ashes of an extinguished tiro. A dog, the faith1fnl friend of fhd family, was still watching them.
NeatXcttttkld three young girls and an old man wero

fonmfvatlng the flesh of a dead horse which lay by
'the roadside. This "was a family from Laoras. Ev-n
in tho villages these i»oor wretches no longer ask for
maudloca meal; they ask lor rats und dogs to eat.
(This is no exaggeration. One shopkeeper told me of
a refugee who asked permission to kill the rats about
his place.) Three days ago 1 made a journey of six
leagues by the road from led, and what I saw was in
describable. I found eleven dead bodies by the roadsideand at burnt forty who were dying. Happily
tliero Is no pestilence hero; tho deaths aro from hunger-

Varzea Ai.Enr.it, Feb. 22, 1878.
We pray Ood that He will give pasturage to our tow

horses, so that we may not be ron-i-d to tly on foot
with our families. Many have died of hunger; ninny
still are dying. The wild roots aro all gone. You
can Imagine what the drought is here when I tell you
thnt the sister of the llarou of Aquivar. is eating milcumanseeds; so her herdsman. Mariano, tells me.
Now. if this lady, sister of a man who bofore the
drought was one of the richest in the province, is goingto the woods after mucnmnti with her slaves,
what must lie the eondltiou of the poor?

WHAT CAN THE UOVSBWMENT DO ?
In Crato the number of faiuluo deaths registered

from February 10 to March 1H was 004; in Corlu, duringthe same time, nearly four hundred were recorded,
and so on for tho other villages. But by May the interiorof tho province was almost deserted. Even
largo places like Crato aud led liar^ly containeda tenth of their original population.
The,scene of misery was transferred to the sea coast.
I wish to noto one fact tliat tells of crlnio or criminalneglect somewhere; history will reconl where
the sin lies. During tlio great exodus and for a

month before there wore two government storehouseat Fortalesa full of provisions. And yet tlio
government liad l>een withholding aid and the peoplo
were dying by thousands! The wonder is that these
starving crowds did not sack the storehouses. They
threatened to often enough. There were disturbances
in Aracaty, Fortalcr.a and elsewhere, but, on tlio
wbolo, no serious riots. Tlie peoplo would siarvo
rather than rebel, so great is tho fear of the law.
Dut after tllia I have lens ill to say of tho general
government. On the (Ult of January tho
old corrupt Ministry «was deposed and the
uow one, known as tho "Sinimbd Cabinet," came

into power. In a lamo way this now Ministry practisedeconomy. It sold tho useless iron-clads, dischargedofficials, avoided foolish schemes, tried to

bring decency into tho Custom House, and honestly
endeavored to aid tho drought stricken districts. It
was hsnl work. A deficit of $40,(10(1,600; uncertainincome; outside credit gone. So the governmentwas reduced to tho unhappy expedient of
paper money. Tho Minister of Finance was authorisedto issue 00,0(10,000 mitrcis, or ffi0,00l),0o0 par
value; up to January 1 of thlsyoar about $10,000,000
bail actually been emitted In aid of the famine victims.llf conns the result wss to depress the value
of this irredeemable paper; but we mnat not Judge
Draxll too harshly; tho necessity was a fearful one.

A million people were to bo fed.s tenth of the population.Tho paper money decree took effect
on tlio 16th of April, and from this time the issues
of food snd money wero geucrous enough.
Dut. from the first, both public snd private charity
made the terrible mistake of giving fond without
returns, leaving the people In idleness. The result
was Inevitable. After a few weeks the peasants
settled into s condition of easy mendicancy and idleness.wouldnot work when they could, l'bey lay alt
day lu their filthy huts, drew thetr rations and
cooked them, grew fat but not healthy, for their
lar.inesa made them fit food for disease.

Tnr. filtut iixri'nkxn kmioratx.
For thoao that wished to emigrate the goyerntnont

paid a deck paraago. In the early part of 1H7H oepeclallytho nnmber of thoao ciiilgrnma waa wry
great.aa many as 1,000 on one steamer. They took
paxauge generally to Pari, sometimes to Maranham,
rornaiubueo or llto. Packed In dirty crowds on tho
yusMl. Offonalre, ercii todhc aatlora, hy their flilthlnoas,and oftnn poorly supplied with food, tliey
fared badly euouah. la mora than one Inatanco

3
the xinalipoc appeared anions them on thf
voyage. and then they died like vermin and wcp

thrown into the twa. Probably flft v thousand tini

grant* left (Jeara. They werejecei ved kindly enough
in the other prnyiucua, though their nood* were not

alway* promptly met. But for the moat part they
would not work; their nu nlt-ant habit* wen; now

go confirmed that they would oul.v beg or starve. !
tliiuk they liad some vague idea that as they wen
Tii-tuiiK of a terrible misfortune they had a right tt

filch their living from the world. So they nitreed
their misery long u'ter people had ceasod to pity
them. The neat Paru peasants despised them. Al
heat they were unfitted for a to reft life; 90 they
bogged and starved and sickcued and died, Just as

they had in their own province. A few of the beet
hand* found regular employment and went on weh
enough. Brazil never hail had Much a chance tc
civilize .the C'eard peasants. The refuge*
crowdM should have been put under militaryrule; decent houses should have beeu

provided for them; eleanlinesa vigorously
enforced, and vaccination carried out, under penalty
of the law for a non-vaccinated person. Above all,
the rations should have been given only in payment
for work. In this way the government could hav«
built railroads, secured a harbor for Fcrtaleza, and
so on, and the poor people would have been saved
from souj-killing mendicancy. There were not want,
ittg thoAe who urged the necessity of giving work
instead of nltns. Indeed, the plan was carried out jo
some places, as at Batnrlte, and with very happy results.But it was not nutil July, 1S7H, that the gov.
crnmcnt seriously bestirred itself to repair its fault.
There was a little railroad from Fortaleza to Pacattibo,thirty-live miles. The affairs of the road were

ill ii nnnow ninitiTidn, bu iiir cuiiipuiiy wwi yisu iu

soil it to tho government at a low prion. A
party of engineers was Bent np from Rio,
and in July surveying anil work were commencedsimultaneouslyfor a continuation of the road to
Cunoa. Many thousand men were employed in thia
way. Another railroad was started in the province
and various public buildings were put np. The
refugees wore also employed to ciean streets, work
in the government storehouses, and so on.

CBABA IS JUSK, LAST TEAR.

And now we como to tho last sad scene, the scene

that is yet unrolling itself, and no one can tell the
end. Unhappy province! Pitiless indeed would he
be who could view thy tortures unmoved. Consider
tho province as it was in June, 1878. The interior
region, oneo well populated, was now almost dosorted.Only a few starving families remained to
mark thriving towns and villages. I state literal
trnth when I say that in the fall of this year it waa
almost impossible to travel far from the
coast, because food and wator were aautterlyunattainable as they would be in the Sahara.
I have conversed with « man who made the journey
to Crato in November; he described a howling wilderness,whero one sees' only deserted houses and
lea floss trees and crosses by the roadside. With our

genial climate we cannot understand a real drought.
In Ooarii birds and insects died during the first biasingsummer. Imagine what the plains must have
been with a second dry year. The whole population
was gathered in a strip not more than seventy-five
miles in its greatest width running along tha
coast. The people were crowded about the cities and
villages, living in wretched hats and drawing governmentrations. At one time there wetw 150,000 of
them at Fortalcza, 80,000 at Aracaty, and so on for
other places.

bueaktno orr or smallpox.
The people had food enough, but still the death

rate increased steadily. In Fortaleza It had reached
200 per day, even as early as May or June. In Aracatyit was hardly less. There were pernicious fevers,
bcri-beri, a little cholera. Yellow fever disappeared
with the spring months. But above all other diseasesthe smallpox began to assume a terrible preeminence.It was worst at Fortaleza. Very few of
the people (were vaccinated. Isolation of the sick
was never enforced. The pestilence, confined at firat
to the refugees, soon spread to the richer classea.
By Octobor the l.*>0,000 adventitious population had
dwindled to 70,000 or JHt,000, Including the townspeople; many had died, many had emigrated. Among
those that wore left the pestilence was stalking and
marking its victims. On November 1 99 persons
died of smallpox in Fortalcza; on November 2, 124,
and this out of a population of only 90,000. Tout
yellow fever deaths never reached such a proportion.
But the disease wont on increasing rapidly. Two
hundred, three hundred, four huudred deaths a day.
toward tho cpd of November the figures ran abort
tlvo hundred. On the 30th thero were 574 registered,
bnt this includes only tho interments in the publio
grounds. There were families that could afford
to bury their dead in the city cemetery. There were

peasants who were laid in the thiek forest or carried
out to sea on catamarans and sunk there.

AFPAZ.1.INO DKATIt LISTS.

The whole number of registered deaths in Novemberfor the two cemeteries of Han Joao Baptists and
I.agot-fnnda was 11,075. Of these 0,270 were smallpoxesses. But I think we must add to this at least
one thonsaml buried, ss I have said, in the woods or

sunk in tho sea. At this tirno there were 90,000
sick.more than a third of the population.
ruiu luu umui rato lutirpH-u. un iwembor10 KM smallpox dead were buried in
the cemetery oil Lagos-funds, at least 75 in San
Joao, and probably 130 in the woods and the sea-*

a total death record of orer 1,000 in a single day-.
and this out of a population (now reduced) of only
73,000. The great plague at London reached this
death rate, but that was frprn a population of,
»»0,000. After this the mortuary rate decreased, but
only because the diseaao had nothing more to feed
on. A certain percentage of a community are

exempt from smallpox. A few, no doubt, were

saved by vaccination. By the end of the year the
death rate had gone down to 200 per day. The entire
number of deaths for the month was not far from
Ji.ooo. Inangreatepidemies.lt ia said, the peopta
become indifferent to their danger. In Fortaleaa thle
indiffcrenro was sufficiently astonishing. When I
reached the place on the 2»th of December the death
rate was 400 per day; but business wss going on
much as usual, and hardly anybody had been drives
out of the city by the dangor.

M'KTIMI IX TnritCHES AT bAOOA-mTOA.
Fortalesa is a very neat and pretty town, with

wide streets and shaded squares. I noticed the
groups of ragged, dirty people lounging around the
street oorucrs. Farther out were the long rowa of
hnt3, a hundred or more clustered together. Onca
or twlco I passed men carrying coffins on thsir
heads; a coffin shop near by was evidently doing sn ,

active business. But the pestilence was all about
me. I went to the graveyard of Lagoa-funda, where
the poor peoplo are burled; for the old cemetery was

overflowing long ago, and the government had this
one made a leagne out of town, on the leeward aid*.
The precautions were necessary, too. The filthy
huts wero bad enough, without the worse

evil of a poisoned sir. At Lagos-fund*
the dead are bnried in trenches, twelve
together; "except," retpsrked one of the overseers,
"where the bodies cotno in too fast for uai
then wo pnt fifteen of twenty in s trench, cmiflii-HW."
The trenches are deep; the bodies ye placed In two
livsfs nnil well rnvt red. Hut the soil is of shara

alltciow* aand, with 110 mow dtainfrctant propertlce
than a pile of atone* would have. With ao.ono bodtea
rotting underneath it tlie atonoh *n nearly 1n*»pportahle.1 *to»«l tt for Ato mlmi to* before I turned
way, atrk at heart ar<t atomuch from the terribleeight. What I m* wa* tbl*. A eerie* of p.ta ot

trenrhe*. about aeven fret by twelve and aoven deep;
*omo of them empty, other* half full of corp*e*, not
cleanly clad bodie*, with folifcd handa and clomd
oyo*, renting peacefnlly in poliabcd coffin*; the death
horror ia an taken away from theoe, I u*

hideon*. filthy mum* of aore*. with the atari tig
wide open eye* full of aand, the lira ha
twinted, the face monldcd to a citrae under tt* niaek
of more*. Thero waa no rovcring but the dirty r*ga
incynioain. non, women na rnimn n wit* mnu.

erimlnatcly thrown into these hole* and partially
covered with asnd.

etntKXTKO rtrrrnrs.
Here la a tableau. A great flpon Held with thonaandaof mound* in It.trenebea that ha 1 been flllod

In. A *core of men digging new pit*. A procession
of bodle* coming In,mo on litter*, oftener tied toe
pole between two men. Half naked bodlea with the
horrible white »on<* on them. Child ror.iae* on
tray*, carried on men'* hea<l*. Sometime* two ot
threo bodlee tied together to a pole, or rlillod In a
hammock. Of course the atench is worm In uew
troiKbea cloee benlde the old one*. Several oaaea ol


